[image: California-Assembly-Seal]                                 Assemblyman Tom Lackey 34th District
 

AB 1861: Special Education Database




Summary
[bookmark: _Hlk222215202]AB 1861 requires the Department of Education on January 1, 2028, to create and maintain an online database of special education complaints which will include the number of investigated complaints, violations found, corrective action requirements that were met, all organized by specific local education agency (LEA).

[bookmark: _Hlk64904027]Background
Under existing federal and state law, students with disabilities are entitled to a free appropriate public education (FAPE) which covers individuals under the Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). When a parent or guardian believes a school district has violated a student’s rights under IDEA, they may file a complaint with the California Department of Education (CDE).

Current law requires CDE to investigate these complaints and issue a written decision within 60 days. These findings and declarations in those written decisions must be made available to the public after personally identifiable information is removed, however, only if a Public Records Act (PRA) is submitted. Importantly, existing law does not require the Department to maintain a centralized, searchable, or easily accessible online database of these complaints and related decisions and investigation.

As a result, information is technically public but difficult for families, advocates, attorneys, and school districts to locate and analyze. 

The Problem
Currently there is no centralized or searchable system to access special education complaints and related hearing decisions and investigation reports, leaving parents, advocates, and policymakers without reliable data on systemic issues.

According to national dispute resolution data, there were nearly 10,000 written state complaints filed in 



the 2023-24 school year, a 22% increase compared to the prior year and a 79% rise over the previous 
decades average, which indicates a rising demand for complaint resolution services. 

Written state complaints are the only formal process that anyone can file to initiate a state level investigation into special education compliance, and about 63% of these complaints result in findings of non-compliance.

Solution
AB 1861 strengthens transparency and accountability in special education complaint enforcement by requiring the California Department of Education to create and maintain a centralized publicly accessible online database of complaints, decisions, and investigation reports. By modernizing access to this data, the bill promotes transparency, consistency, and informed policymaking, while maintaining student privacy protections.  
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